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seemed to the plain man to be what Oliver called ."poisonous popish ceremonies." His church courts were so active and meddlesome that the ordinary man's life was made a burden.1 It' Wentworth's doings filled the parliamentarians with fears because he seemed to be making a success of autocracy, Laud's were a blessing to them because they made the Church, and the king the Church's protector, hated and despised. The small, untiring, resolute, courageous archbishop is a tragic figure, for he had no inconsiderable faith to preach but not the gifts I'.o make it acceptable. He was a devoted priest and a great ecclesiastic, but Iwhai the world sought was a prophet.2

VI

In those fateful years Oliver was back among his pastures and ploughlands. He busied himself in the management of his Huntingdon farm,, and us one of the borough's members of purl lament was forced to lake a hand in local affairs. He refused to accept knighthood, and had consequently to pay the fine of ten pounds, but there is no evidence that he stood out against the ship-money tax. A daughter Elizabeth, his favourite child, was born in 1629. In 1630 lie was the centre of a controversy which shook the little town. Hitherto Huntingdon had had a constitution of the mediaeval type, two bailiffs and a common council annually chosen ; but that year a new charter was granted conferring the government upon a mayor, a recorder, and twelve aldermen elected for life. This was probably the doing of a certain Robert Barnard, a barrister and a new-comer who had bought an estate hard by. Oliver accepted the change, and took office, along with Barnard and Dr

1  " In the twelve months ending at tho date of the assembly of tho Long Parliament, in tho Archdeacon's court in London no fewer than two thousand persons were brought up for tippling, sabbath*broaking and incontinence," Morley, Oliver Cromwell, 69.

2  There is a largo Laudian literature, much of it extremely partisan.   His works in nine vols. are collected in the Oxford edition, 1847-60,   A useful series of studies is the 1895 Commemoration volume, Lectures on Laud, which contains an estimate by Mandell Oreighton and a full bibliography,